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FOI ON TRACK
WE LOOK AHEAD TO RATIFICATION OF BICAM REPORT

After long struggle, the passage of the Freedom of Information Act is
finally near at hand!

At the resumption of session last Monday (18 January), we marched to the
House of Representatives with a rally contingent of 1000 to call on our House of
Representatives to stand for Freedom of Information. With Committee on Public
Information Chairman Bienvenido Abante, Jr., Vice Chairman Eduardo Zialcita,
Committee TWG Chairman Lorenzo “Erin” Tafiada III, and Minority member
Rufus Rodriguez, we met with Speaker Prospero Nograles to appeal for the
immediate constitution of the House Panel to the Bicameral Conference
Committee on the Freedom of Information Act.

We were not frustrated. The final act of Congress before it adjourned for
the day was the naming of the following members to the House Panel: Rep.
Bienvenido Abante, Jr. (Chairman), Rep. Eduardo Zialcita, Rep. Lorenzo “Erin”
Tanada III, Rep. Rodolfo Antonino, Rep. Jesus Crispin Remulla, Rep. Rodante
Marcoleta for the Majority, and Rep. Joel Villanueva and Rep. Cinchona Cruz-
Gonzales for the Minority.

On Wednesday, 20 January, the Bicameral Conference Committee met at
the Senate to reconcile the disagreeing provisions of House Bill 3732 and Senate
Bill 3308. Present were Senators Alan Peter Cayetano (Chairman) and Juan
Miguel Zubiri for the Senate Panel, and Representatives Abante (Chairman),
Zialcita, Tahada, Antonino, and Cruz-Gonzales for the House Panel.

We congratulate the conferees present for discharging their legislative
work with efficiency and dispatch. Noting that the Senate Committee on Public
Information used the House Bill as starting point, the two panels agreed to focus
their discussion on the amendments introduced by the Senate. Even as these
amendments were meant to address remaining legitimate concerns raised by



stakeholders and by Senators, Representatives Abante, Zialcita, Tafiada,
Antonino, and Cruz-Gonzales still took the responsibility and care to ask further
clarifications, and to introduce further refinements and improvements. The result
is a reconciled bill that is as much a House as it is a Senate version.

With the Bicameral Conference Committee Report approved on the same
day, Freedom of Information is back on track.

We look to the Senate and to the House of Representatives to complete the
final legislative actions on the bill this week. With efficient work from the Senate
and House Committee secretariats, the Senate Panel has already signed the
Bicameral Conference Committee Report and we only await the signatures of the
House Panel.

We look forward to the prompt filing of the signed Report and to its
distribution to our Senators and Representatives. We eagerly await immediate
action by each House on the Bicameral Conference Committee Report. For a few
minutes of session on Tuesday or Wednesday (26 or 27 January), we count on
our Senators and Congressmen to set aside political contentions that go with the
nearing elections, and unanimously ratify the Bicameral Conference Committee
Report on the Freedom of Information Act.

The Freedom of Information Act will address the substantive and
procedural gaps that have long prevented our full enjoyment of our right to
information. It will supply a definite procedure for access, enumerate clearly the
information that government may validly keep secret, spell out the remedies in
cases of denial, impose penalties for unlawful violation of our right to
information, require the automatic disclosure of important government
transactions, and establish mechanisms for the active promotion of openness in
government.

When finally signed into law by the President, we have no doubt that the
Freedom of Information Act will be a strategic and most significant contribution
of the 14t Congress to the fundamental renewal of public institutions in our
country.

Right to Know. Right Now!

Right to Know. Right Now! Campaign
25 January 2010
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Paghiliusa sa Paghidaet-Negros (PSPN)
Task Force on Food Sovereignty Mindanao
Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace Institute

Negros Peace Watch

Philippines Communication Society

Management Organization for Development and
Empowerment, Inc.
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Paghiliusa sa Paghidaet-Negros (PsPN)
GCAP-Phils

Pambansang Koalisyon ng Kababaihan sa
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