Generation Y
by Vinia M. Datinguinoo
i magazine, Jan-Mar 2001

finta M, Dar




Face-painting was
all the rage at Edsa

This May, the youth of the nation
may yet make their presence felt once
more in another political event: the
elections for local positions and seats in
the Upper and Lower Houses

By their sheer number alone, the
youth are a force to reckon with. Data
from the National Statistics Office show
that in 1995, there were more than
10.4 million Filipinos ages 18 to 25
The Commission on Elections estimates
that 90 percent of this figure are
registered voters. That makes for some
9.4 million young voters, roughly 35
percent of the total turnout in the 1998
elections. Considering the plurality of
the electoral arena, where a few thou-
sand votes could spell win or loss, the
youth is one sector candidates can only
ignore at their own risk.

That is, if these young voters deigned
it worth their while to cast their ballot
As late as last year, that didnt seem to be
the case. Twenty-six-year-old Jules
Alcantara, for instance, confesses she has
never voted, although she was already
old enough to participate in the last two
elections. She reasons, “1 couldn't find
anyone worthy of my vote.”

Now, however, Alcantara is raring to
go to the polls. Many others in her age
bracket and younger are also preparing
for the elections, largely because of
what they had experienced in a span of
four days in January at a busy Metro
Manila intersection.

For some reason, however, these
same youngsters have been hard-
pressed to convince even those just a
wee bit over 30 that they understood
perfectly why they were at Edsa, much
less why they had to be there. Indeed,
for all the platitudes the young have
been reaping for their participation in
the latest People Power revolt, the fact
is that not too many people are con-
vinced of just how much of that was
borne of real conviction and how much
was the result of a youthful sense of
adventure. As a consequence, doubts
persist if that would translate into
increased participation by the youth in
the political exercises, including
elections

Take Argee Guevarra, a 31-year-old
activist and teacher at the upscale
University of Asia and the Pacific
Although he sings praises to his stu-
dents who were part of People Power 2,
he also says, almost in the same breath,
“They probably enjoyed the adrenaline
rush while believing only a third of
what we're fighting for.”

Even Halina’s mother, Lilia Santiago,
says there was a “confluence of factors”
why so many young people went to
Edsa, ones that may have had very little
to do with their understanding of the
issues or a genuine desire to be part of
the movement for change. She argues,
for instance, that some may simply
have been following their teachers for
their lessons. She says that at the
University of the Philippines, where
she teaches, some faculty members
declared that their classes would be
held at Edsa

Another reason, says Santiago, could
be the media. “Media was such an
active advocate of people power that
you cannot escape it,” she points out
Indeed, frustration among Filipinos,
young and old alike, could not have
shot up so rapidly had many of them
not been watching the impeachment
trial live on TV and witnessed how the
senator-judges voted against the
opening of the controversial second
envelope from the Equitable-PCI Bank
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Jason Doplite, 20, for his pan,
admits, “Tt was fun. But we didn't come
there thinking it would be fun. It was
fun feeling empowered.” Alcantara
adds, “We came not thinking when its
going to end, because nobody knew.
What made me stay was seeing all these
young people 1 normally see in bars.”

She also says without a touch of
iromy, *1 had thought they were all
apathetle.”

There is a nagging worry, however,
that the overwhelming participation of
the youth in People Power 2 has not
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Sociologist Karina David-Constantine
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aying, “Remember, this is the MTV
generation. The speed of information
allows them 1o see bits and pieces of
ideas that help them come up with a
conclusion without necessarily having
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These days, though, Doplito says he
has come to the realization that  “we

have that chance of again doing some
thing to change our leaders.” He savs
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first time, he felt empowered
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